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Recommendations

Recommendation 1nicrease TrAgency Graduate Student Scholarship amounts to
account for inflation over the last 20 years

In consonance with many of the other organizations that have submitted briefs to this Standing
Committee, McGill GPS recommends increasing the dollar amount of Tri-Agency Canada Graduate
Student Scholarships to account for inflation. We urge the federal government to:

X Increase all Master’s-level scholarships by 48%, from the current $17 500 to $26 000/year for 1



Recommendation 1

An increase in the value of federal graduate and post-doctoral fellowships, virtually stagnant since their
inception, is desperately needed. Although other funding agencies, such as Québec’s Fonds de
recherche du Québec (FRQ), have helped alleviate the lack of funding at the federal level, overall
support for graduate students remains inadequate.® Graduate students and postdoctoral fellows are
key contributors to research in Canada, full-time researchers working on questions highly relevant to
Canada’s future prosperity. As a recent opinion piece in the Ottawa Citizerfrom Sarah Laframboise and
Senator Stan Kutcher puts it, “People in these positions are knowledge creators, not simply knowledge
receivers. They are today’s ‘emerging experts,” upon whom Canada will rely to create the society of
tomorrow.”®

We echo the other briefs submitted to this Committee: inflation over the last 2 decades, including
exceptionally high current levels of inflation, means that funding for graduate students and post-
doctoral fellows is sorely insufficient. This has a widely acknowledged negative impact on the
productivity and mental health of this population and reduces the competitivity of Canadian
universities in attracting top graduate and post-doctoral talent.

As the Bouchard Reporacknowledges, despite federal government investment in Budget 2018 ($925
million over five years and $235 million ongoing) to increase Tri-Agency research support, Canada
continues to lag behind its peers. The report cites ambitious investments internationally, including the
US CHIPS and Science Act ($200 billion over 10 years), Japan’s creation of a US$ 87 billion fund to
support research and promote economic growth, and the UK’s commitment to increase annual
investment in research and development to £20 billion by 2024-2025.


https://frq.gouv.qc.ca/les-frq-investissent-2703-m-dans-les-octrois-2023-2024/
https://ottawacitizen.com/opinion/laframboise-and-senator-stan-kutcher/wcm/00290c99-b29a-43a4-a840-8e6a0b5aab36/amp/
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/panel-federal-research-support/sites/default/files/attachments/2023/Advisory-Panel-Research-2023.pdf
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/panel-federal-research-support/sites/default/files/attachments/2023/Advisory-Panel-Research-2023.pdf

formal training that they need to compete in our globalized and knowledge-based society, increasingly
reliant on a highly-educated and highly-skilled workforce.

McGill’s results in the 2022 Canadian Graduate and Professional Student S@&R6S) provide
evidence of the impact of


https://www.mcgill.ca/apb/surveys/survey-results
https://www.mcgill.ca/apb/files/apb/mcgill_university_cgpss_2022_dr.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/apb/files/apb/mcgill_university_cgpss_2022_mwt.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/apb/files/apb/mcgill_university_cgpss_2022_mwt.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/apb/files/apb/national_report_cgpss_2022_dr.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/apb/files/apb/national_report_cgpss_2022_dr.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/apb/files/apb/national_report_cgpss_2022_mwt.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/apb/files/apb/national_report_cgpss_2022_mwt.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/apb/files/apb/mcgill_university_cgpss_2022_dr.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/apb/files/apb/mcgill_university_cgpss_2022_mwt.pdf
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/panel-federal-research-support/sites/default/files/attachments/2023/Advisory-Panel-Research-2023.pdf

x Considering only the period of 2011-2021, graduate student enrolment at McGill grew from
7144 in 2011 to 9038 in 2021, a 26.5% increas¥'
X In 2021, 23 243


https://www.mcgill.ca/senate/files/senate/9._d15-46_annual_report_gps.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/senate/files/senate/d22-48_annual_report_on_graduate_and_postdoctoral_studies.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/senate/files/senate/d22-48_annual_report_on_graduate_and_postdoctoral_studies.pdf
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