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Christopher Ragan 
 
 

University Address: 
Max Bell School of Public Policy 

McGill University 
680 Sherbrooke St. West, Office 612B 

Montreal, Quebec 
H3A 2M7 

Canada 
514-398-5997 

christopher.ragan@mcgill.ca 
 
 
 

 
Personal Information 
 
Date of Birth: August 7, 1962 
Citizenship:        Canadian 
Spouse:  Ingrid Kristjanson 
Children:  Katherine (30), Hugh (28) 
 

 
 

 
Education 
 
hPh.D. (Economics), Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA, 1990. 
hM.A. (Economics), Queen’s University, Canada, 1985. 
hB.A. Honours (Economics), University of Victoria, Canada, 1984. 
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Professional Positions 
 
Current: 
 
1.    September 2017 – present:   Director, Max Bell School of Public Policy, McGill Univ. 
 
2.   June 2018 – present:   Board Member, Canadian Institute for Climate Choices 

 
3.   June 1995 – present:   Associate Professor, Dept. of Economics, McGill Univ. 
 

 
Past: 
 
1.   January 2014 – Dec 2019: Chair, Canada’s Ecofiscal Commission 

 
2.   March 2016 – May 2019:  Member of Federal Advisory Council on Economic Growth 
 
3.   July 2011 – Fall 2019:  Director, Centre for the Study of Living Standards, Ottawa 
 
4.   July 2012 – June 2014:  Vice President, Finance, MAUT, McGill Univ.  
 
5.   July 2010 – December 2013: David Dodge Chair in Monetary Policy, C.D. Howe Institute 
 
6.   August 2003 – December 2013: Member of Monetary Policy Council, C.D. Howe Institute 

 
7.  October 2009 – October 2011: President, Ottawa Economics Association, Ottawa 
 
8.  January 2009 – June 2010: Clifford Clark Visiting Economist, Finance Canada, Ottawa 
 
9.  September 2004 – June 2005: Special Advisor to the Governor, Bank of Canada, Ottawa 
 
10. December 2000 – June 2004:  Associate Dean of Arts, McGill University, Montreal 

 
11.  March 1996 – June 2001:    Editor in Chief, World Economic Affairs (Montreal) 
 
12.  June 1999 – May 2002:   Executive Council of the Canadian Economics Association 
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“Quiet” Engagement with Public Officials 

 

In my capacity as a policy-minded economist, including as the Chair of Canada’s Ecofiscal Commission, 
I am actively engaged in behind-the-scenes briefings and consultations with elected and unelected public 
officials. These briefings have included discussions of tax reform, environmental policy, budget deficits 
and public debt, and monetary policy. 
 
 
Academic and Policy Research 
 
1.  General Areas of Interest:  
 h Inflation, monetary policy, and exchange rates 
 h Consumption and saving behaviour 
 h Labour markets and unemployment 
 h The interplay of fiscal and environmental policies 

 
 

2.  Books on Economic Policy: 
 
• A Canadian Priorities Agenda: Policy Choices to Improve Economic and Social Well
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• “The Roads Not Taken: Why the Bank of Canada Stayed With Inflation Targeting”, C.D. Howe      
              Institute E-Brief 125, November 2011.  
• “Canada’s Looming Fiscal Squeeze”, Macdonald-Laurier Institute, November 2011, Ottawa. 
• “The Evolution of Canadian Monetary Policy: Successful Ideas Through Natural Selection”, paper  
              written for a festschrift in honour of Ian Stewart, New Directions for Intelligent Government 
               in Canada, Center for the Study of Living Standards, 2011. 
• “Fixing Canada's CPI: A Simple and Sensible Policy Change for Minister Flaherty”, C.D. Howe      
             Institute E-Brief 111, March 2011. 
• “Precision Targeting: The Economics——and Politics——of Improving Canada's Inflation-Targeting     
             Framework”, C.D. Howe Institute Commentary 321, February 2011. 
• “Two Policy Challenges Driven by Population Aging”, Policy Options, pages 72-79, October 2010. 
• “From the Fiscal Squeeze to Climate Change: Canada’s Coming Economic Challenges”, Policy       
            Options, pages 43-50, October 2009. 
• “A Federal Budget Designed for the Times: The Economic Action Plan of 2009”, The 2009 

Federal Budget: Challenge, Response, and Retrospect, C. Beach, B. Dahlby and P. Hobson 
(eds.), The John Deutsch Institute, Queen’s University, 2009. 

• “Canada’s Virtuous Cycle: A Triumph of Conservative Economics?”, Policy Options, pages 16-27, 
           October 2008. 
• “Filling A Shrinking Gap: EDC’s Changing Role in the Market for Export-Credit Insurance”, April 
            2008. (Prepared under contract for Export Development Canada.) 
• “Tackling Asset-Price Bubbles”, interviews with six economists on the connection between asset     
            prices and monetary policy, Central Banking, pages 39-52, Fall 2008. 
• “New Tools for Central Bankers?”, interview on the new monetary-policy tools being used by          
           central banks, Central Banking, pages 53-54, Fall 2008. 
• “Three Myths About Canada’s Flexible Exchange Rate”, Policy Options, pages 29-35, February       
              2008. 
• “Why Monetary Policy Matters: A Canadian Perspective” (abridged version), Bank of Canada         
               Review, pages 19-25, Winter 2006-07. 
• “The Canadian Priorities Agenda”, Policy Options, April-May 2006, pages 4-11, (with J. Leonard    
           and F. St-
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Writing for Newspapers and Magazines  
 
(available for download at https://mcgill.ca/economics/christopher-t-s-ragan) 
 

 
1. Regular Columns in 
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2. Other newspaper columns: 
 
(these columns have not been updated for the past few years – still to do!) 
 
• Alberta Takes the Lead with Carbon-Pricing Policy, The Edmonton Journal, May 31, 2016 (with     
            Bev Dahlby and Jim Dinning). 
• We Need A Serious Conversation About Congestion Pricing , The Vancouver Sun, November 2, 2015   
           (with Jock Finlayson). 
• Social Mobility is the Other Victim of Traffic Congestion , The Toronto Star, November 2, 2015 (with  
           Kevin Vuong). 
• Price the Roads to Ease Congestion , The National Post, November 2, 2015 (with Peter McCaffrey). 
• HOV Lane Experiment Proves We're No Dummies , The Toronto Star, July 16, 2015 (with Jessie           
           Sitnick). 
• Nova Scotia in Carbon-Pricing Caboose , The Halifax Chronicle Herald, June 4, 2015 (with Elizabeth    
           Beale). 
• Alberta's New Climate Policy is Too Important to Get Wrong , The Calgary Herald, May 21, 2015 

(with Steve Williams and Justin Smith). 
• The Best of Both Worlds: Why We Don't Need to Choose Between a Carbon Price and a Profitable        
           Energy Sector , Alberta Oil Magazine, May, 2015. 
• Prospérité économique et environnementale:




