QCST 200
Introduction to the Study of Quebec
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Telephone: 398-3960
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Remote Classes: Monday and Wednesday, 1435-1555 H






You will also have the opportunity to participate in an Experiential Community
Engaged Research and Learning [EXCERL] projects with a Montreal organization for
three hours a week to implement the knowledge gained from course readings, lectures,
and round table discussions. Given that all McGill courses are being offered remotely for
Fall 2020, all EXCELR placements will be remote as well. Therefore, only remote/virtual
placements will be offered as part of EXCERL projects. No physical or on site presence
will be allowed for these placements.

Course Objectives
1. You will gain knowledge of key themes in the history of Quebec, its culture,
and contemporary Quebec, in particular, of Montreal’s multiethnic character and
of the experiences of people and their relationships with each other.

2. You will develop a critical awareness, from an interdisciplinary perspective, of
the methodologies that scholars have developed to study Quebec: how they have
constructed arguments, used evidence, interpreted, and represented the nation.
Varying and oftentimes contending views and interpretations on various subjects
related to Quebec are found in most monographs and scholarly articles.

3. You will hone your critical assessment, reading, writing, listening, and oral
skills in order to analyse the strength, weaknesses, and validity of the various
approaches to Quebec that are presented in secondary sources.



Conformément a la Charte des droits de I’étudiant de I’Université McGill, chaque
étudiant a le droit de soumettre en frangais ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant étre noté
(sauf dans le cas des cours dont I’un des objets est la maTtrise d’une langue).

Policy on Extraordinary Circumstances
“In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content
and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.”

Copyright of Lectures Statement
All slides, video recordings, lecture notes, etc. remain the instructor’s intellectual
property. As such, you may use these only for your own learning and research (with

p



Student Evaluation

Assignment Due Date Grade

Essay Proposal or 7 October 2020 15%
Learning Goals for Your EXCELR
Placement Experience

Essay or 25 November 2020 30%
Reflection Essay on Your EXCELR
Placement Experience

Review of One of the “Montreal as One week after the 15%
seen by ...” hosted by the QSSA, presentation of “Montreal

International Student Services at asseen by ...”

McGill, and CRIEM/CIRM

Participation in Discussions on Always 10%

Mycourses or in the Classroom on
Zoom
Take-Home Exam Take-home exam during 30%

the formal exam period

Please note that you are responsible for keeping a copy of all assignments and that
they may be written in English or French

Course Requirements

1. Essay Proposal or EXCELR Learning Goals

Questions drive both the study and the teaching of Quebec Studies. As such, this
essay proposal assignment requires you to choose from one of the following four essay
topics.  First, select and discuss a symbol that reflects the state of “Living
Together”/“Vivre ensemble” in Quebec. Second, identify and contrast the different
strategies instituted in Quebec to deal with the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic and the 1918-
19 response to the influenza or ‘Spanish’ flu pandemic. Third, write a description of
Quebec for a travel guide. Or, fourth, critically assess the 2011 feature-length film,
“Monsieur Lazhar” directed by internationally acclaimed Quebec filmmaker Philippe
Falardeau (“My Salinger Year,” “The Good Lie,” and “Congorama”) Remember that it is
important to select a topic that sparks your interest. If you decide on an EXCELR
placement, you will be expected to focus on your individualized learning goals associated
with the community organization to which you have been assigned.



organize or structure your essay around an evaluation of the Quebec symbol, a
comparison between Quebec’s approach to the COVID-19 pandemic and that of the
1918-19 influenza epidemic, a



“national” and local but not by others. While Quebecers share particular symbols, there
are some people who, for diverse reasons, are reluctant to class them as local symbols.
Governments and industry exert an active and considerable role in the making and
promotion of symbols and often at the great surprise of communities, which know them
better.

[B] Compare Quebec’s response to COVIEL9 with that of the 191819 influenza
epidemic (also referred to as the Spanish Flu)

The COVID-19 pandemic is not unprecedented. In 1918 and 1919, influenza
(H1INZ1 virus) infected 500 million people and claimed the lives of more than 50 million
worldwide. In Canada, 55,000 died of influenza and in Quebec more than 14,000
succumbed to it. Often referred to as the Spanish Flu, this is a misnomer and unhelpful;
there is no evidence that the flu originated in Spain. In 1918-19, Quebec’s Conselil
d’hygiénede la provincede Québec (CHPQ)advised Quebecers to avoid crowds, wear
masks, institute good personal hygiene practices such as coughing or sneezing into a
handkerchief, seek fresh air and sunshine, quarantine at home if ill, and disinfect the
houses of those who recovered. Then as now, there was little effective medical treatment
and no vaccine. Quebecers did follow public health regulations although some resisted
the virus’ social and economic impacts. It is clear that pandemics do not affect everyone
in the same way. They not only expose social divisions, fissures, and inequalities but also
deepen them. What lessons can we learn from the influenza epidemic of 1918-19? Is
there anything from the past that you can apply to the COVID-19 pandemic today? How
did public health officials convince Quebecers that the measures they instituted were just
and applied equally or did they?






Overview of Community Projects for EXCELR [Please note that more details will be
posted laterfor EXCELR placementg

Organization Avalilabilities
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extension without penalty may be granted for valid reasons, which must be accompanied
by supporting documentation.

EXCELR Reflection Essay

You are required to submit a reflection essay of six to_eightpages detailing your
EXCELR placement. Your paper ought to mirror what you did, what you gained from the
community placement, and how the placement relates to your goals and to the ideas and
themes in the course. Please consult me before finalizing your paper.

The reflection essay must be typed using 2.54 cm or one-inch margins, in size 12
font, and double-spaced. It should include appropriately cited footnotes or endnotes using
a citation method of your choice, a bibliography, and a title page, none of which counts
towards the total number of pages. Please pay close attention to the organization of your
essay, to the clarity of your reflections and their presentation, and to editing, especially
spelling and grammar. Submit the assignment on myCourses. You will be given a grace
period of 24 hours before a deduction of 5% per working day will commence. An
extension without penalty may be granted for valid reasons, which must be accompanied
by supporting documentation.

3. Critical Review of One of the “Montreal as seen¥y...”

The QSSA/AEEQ, International Student Services at McGill, and the Centre for
Interdisciplinary Research on Montreal/Centre de recherches interdisciplinaires
etudes montréalaisesganize and host a speakers’ series during the fall semester inviting
well-known Montrealers to speak about their work as it is related to the city. Past
participants have included among others Allison Hanes [Gazettgournalist], Cathy Wong
[President of the Montreal Municipal Council], and Marie-Eve Bordeleau
[Commissioner of Indigenous Affairs for the City of Montréal]. You are expected to
attend at least one of the conferences remotely and to write an analysis of it drawing
from course lectures and readings in a written assignment using 2.54 cm or one-inch
margins, in size 12 font, double-spaced, and not to exceed two pages in length. Submit
the assignment on

en
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lectures, the conferences, round table presentations, the virtual walking tour and remote
archive visit, the assigned and suggested readings, and documentary films where
appropriate. You cannot use additional sources

Class Schedule

Introduction

Week 1
2 September 2020
Introduction to QCST 200 and to EXCELR

The History of Québec

Week 2
7 September 2020
Labour Day and no class

9 September 2020
Lecture on “Indigenous Peoples in Northeastern North America: Key Transformations
before European Contact”

Week 3
14 September 2020
Lecture on “France in the New World: The *Discovery’ of Canada”

Required Reading — Brett Rushforth, “The Establishment of a French Empire in North
America” in Stéphan Gervais, Christopher Kirkey, and Jarrett Rudy (eds) Quebec
Questions: Quebec Studies for the Twétgt Century (Don Mills, Ont.: Oxford
University Press, 2016): 4-18.

16 September 2020
Guest presentation by Mr. Eamon Duffy [McGill University] on “Using the University
Library for Remote Research”

Week 4
21 September 2020
Discussionl of Assigned Readings “Indigenous-Settler Relations

Bruce M. White, “The Trade Assortment: The Meanings of Merchandise in the Ojibwa
Fur Trade” in Sylvie Dépatie, Catherine Desbarats, Danielle Gauvreau, Mario Lalancette
et Thomas Wien (dir) Vingt ans aprés Habitants et marchands: Lectures de I'histoire des
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Week 7
12 October 2020
Thanksgiving and no class

14 October 2020
Lecture on “Quiet Revolution or Noisy Evolution?: 1960s and 1970s Quebec”

Required Reading — Denyse Baillargeon, “ Quebec Women of the Twentieth Century:
Milestones in an Unfinished Journey” in Gervais, Kirkey, and Rudy, Quebec Questions
230-249.

Culture

Week 8

19 October 2020

Guest Lecture by Professor Will Straw [McGill University] on “Quebec Culture and the
Night”

Required Reading - William Weintraub, “Show Business: Lili St. Cyr’s Town —and Al’s
and Oscar’s” in his book, City Unique: Montreal Days and Nights in the 1940s and '50s
(Toronto: McClelland & Stewart Inc., 1996): 116-140.

21 October 2020
A conversation
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Required Reading - Diane Lamoureux, “The Paradoxes of Quebec Feminism” in Gervais,
Kirkey, and Rudy (eds) Quekec Questions352-371.

Week 13

23 November 2019

Discussion 4of Assigned Readings —Indigeneity, Colonialism, and the Québec
Statée’

Martin Papillon, “Indigenous Peoples and Quebec: Competing or Coexisting
Nationalism?” in Gervais, Kirkey, and Rudy (eds) Quebec Questiongd46-461.

Isabelle St-Amand, “Land, Resistance, and Indigenous Filmmaking in Quebec” in
Stéphan Gervais, Raffaele lacovino, and Mary Anne Poutanen (eds) Engaging with
Diversity: Multidisciplinary Reflections on Plurality from Quél@eussels: Peter Lang,
2018): 185-200.

Adam Gaudry and Darryl Leroux, “White Settler Revisionism and Making Métis
Everywhere: The Evocation of Métissage in Quebec and Nova Scotia” Critical Ethnic
Studies3:1 (Spring 2017): 116-142.

25 November 2020 — Submit your essay or reflections pper on myCourses
Guest presentation on “Quebec in the World: Historical and Current Challenges for
International Affairs”

Required Reading: Louis Balthazar, “The Ottawa-Quebec-Washington Dance: The
Political Presence of Quebec in the United States” in Gervais, Kirkey, and Rudy (eds)
Quelec Questions479-494.,

Week 14

30 November 2020

A round table with Mr. Aamir Aman [McGill University], Ms. Mindy Pollak [Projet
Montréal Borough Councillor for Outremont], and Mr. Fabrice Vil [



