QCST 440/ CANS 413
Living in Montréal: Ethnicity and ‘Race’ from the Past to the Present

Debates, at times acrimonious, about reasonable accommodation, the proposed
Charter of Values, Bill 62, the nigab, the Syrian refugee crisis, national security, and the
recent CAQ government’s Bill 21 which bans wearing of religious symbols for persons of
authority in the civil service have dominated public discourse in Québec for more than a
decade. To place these deliberations in perspective, this seminar takes a close look at
ethnicity and ‘race’ in Montréal from the nineteenth century to contemporary society.
QCST 440/CANS 413 considers the city’s multiethnic character, the racialization of
particular communities, and the methodologies that scholars have developed to study
ethnicity and ‘race.” An interdisciplinary approach offers students an opportunity to
explore and to understand past and present challenges to and opportunities for
rapprochement between all residents of Montréal. Therefore, we will examine how various



