e STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE #304

AVIAN EUTHANASIA

| 1. PURPOSE

SOP 304.02- Avian Euthanasia Page 1 of 2



4.6.4. Use thoracic compression as a secondary method for animals that are deeply anesthetized or insentient; do
not use on conscious, unanesthetized birds.

4.6.5. Use shotgun for wild animals only in areas where discharge of firearms is lawful and permission of
landowner and all necessary provincial and federal permits are obtained.

4.6.6. Verify death as in Section 4.4.
4.7. Embryos, Eggs:

4.7.1. For embryos, eggs >50% gestation, use methods appropriate for hatched birds (e.g., decapitation, overdose
of anesthetic)

4.7.2. For embryos, eggs <50% gestation, (under field conditions), destroy the viability of eggs by one of the
following methods: shaking, puncturing, freezing, or coating eggs with oil.

| 5. REFERENCES

5.1.  American Veterinary Medical Association. AVMA Guidelines for the Euthanasia of Animals: 2020 Edition.

5.2. Canadian Council on Animal Care. CCAC guidelines on euthanasia of animals used in science (2010).

5.3. Environment and Climate Change Canada. Guidelines for the Euthanasia and Humane Killing of Migratory Birds in
Canada, Under Damage or Danger or Avicultural Permits, 14 February 2020.
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