
 
 STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE #501 

ANIMAL TRANSPORT AND USE OUTSIDE OF 
ANIMAL FACILITIES 
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1. PURPOSE 

This Standard Operating Procedure 
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5.6. Ensure that the transport cage or container: 

5.6.1. Is of an appropriate size for the animals being transported  

5.6.2. Will not cause injury to the animals 

5.6.3. Cannot be compressed 

5.6.4. Allows for adequate ventilation  

5.6.5. Is clearly identified 

5.6.6. Can contain the animals securely to prevent escape even if the cage is accidentally dropped or tipped over 

5.6.7. Can contain all animal excretions and body fluids 

5.7. Service elevators and corridors should be used when available.  

5.8. Transporting animals in vehicles not specifically designated for animal transportation (e.g., personal or rented 
vehicles, including taxis) is strongly discouraged. 

5.9. Requirements for transport vehicles: 

5.9.1. Maintain the vehicle’s ambient temperature between 10 and 25°C. 

5.9.2. Keep the vehicle clean and in good condition.  

5.9.3. 
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6.1.5. Cages must be covered with an opaque cloth or placed in an opaque cloth bag to prevent public viewing of 
the animals within. Avoid using plastic bags to cover cages. 

6.1.6. Food and a source of water, i.e., water bottle, should be provided if animals will remain in the cage or 
transport container for over 4 hours. 

6.1.7. Avoid overcrowding animals during transport: 

6.1.7.1. Use the same density requirement as for general housing. 

6.1.7.2. Males from different cages should not be transported in the same cage or transport 
container/compartment. 

6.1.8. Cages must be promptly returned to the animal facility for processing. Empty cages should be covered 
from view during transport. 

6.2. Transfer between animal facilities 

6.2.1. All transfers must be approved by both the sending and receiving facilities. 

6.2.2. Prior to sending the animals, they should be examined and found to be fit for transport.  

6.2.3. Transport rodents in filter top caging or closed transport containers, such as filtered shipping boxes, to 
prevent the dispersal of allergens, fomites, and other particles and debris. 

6.2.3.1. Caging equipment must not be used to transport rodents to facilities outside McGill University. 
Animal shipping containers can be obtained from the animal facility. 

6.2.3.2. When using caging equipment to transport rodents, lids must be secured to the cage, e.g., 
using low tack masking tape or painter’s tape. Invert or remove the water bottle during 
transport. 

6.2.3.3. 
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7.2.6. Outdoor transportation by foot is not recommended. 

8. REFERENCES 

8.1. McGill University Policy on permission to use animals in laboratories outside of the animal facility. 

8.2. Office of the Vice-Principal (Research and Innovation) Animal Compliance Office, ALPHA certificate. 

8.3. Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) guidelines: Mice, 2019. 

8.4. Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) guidelines: Rats, 2020. 

8.5. Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) guidelines on: procurement of animals used in science, 2007. 
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6.2. Transfer between animal facilities 
6.2.1. All transfers should be approved by both the sending and receiving facilities. 
6.2.2. Prior to sending the animals, they should be examined and found to be fit for transport.  
6.2.3.1. Caging equipment must not be used to transport rodents to facilities outside McGill University. Animal shipping containers can be obtained from the animal 
facility. 
6.2.3.2. When using caging equipment to transport rodents, lids must be secured to the cage, e.g., using low tack masking tape or painter’s tape. Invert or remove the 
water bottle during transport. 
6.2.3.3. Cages can be placed inside an opaque cloth bag to prevent public viewing of the animals within. Avoid using plastic bags.


