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5.1.3.1 Basic on-farm biosecurity practices 

5.1.3.2 Safety precautions 

5.1.3.3 Basic bird behavior during catching. 

5.1.3.4 Humane handling 

5.1.3.5 Definitions of cull and compromised birds and ensuring these birds are not loaded. 

5.1.3.6 Conditions of birds or training of catching environment that can have a negative impact on bird 
welfare during catching and transport. 

5.1.4 Document training of catching crews. 

5.2 4 hours before loading: 

5.2.1 If temperature is< 13C (55F), gradually start decreasing the temperature of the barn to attain the external 
temperature. 

5.2.2 Reduce the light intensity to reduce stress on birds. 

5.3 Withdraw feed according to the Processor’s instructions.  Water should be available to the birds until time of 
loading. 

5.4 Chief Animal Science Technician and the Transporter evaluates the conditions of birds, weather, and the barn 
prior to catching, and commence catching only if conditions favor humane transport. If bird or barn conditions do 
not favor humane transport, contact the Processor. 

5.5 TRANSPORTATION VEHICLE: 

5.5.1 Ensure easy access of the Transport truck to the loading area of the barn. 

5.6 Don the appropriate Personal Protective Equipment as per SOP PC-201: Biosecurity: Broiler Barn. 

5.7 Divide the personnel into groups with the following roles: 

 Catching 

 Hauling 

 Loading 

5.8 CATCHING: 

5.8.1 Remain positioned at the location of the cage. 

5.8.2 Remove the bird from the pen using 2 legs. Remove only one bird at a time. (Figure 1) 

5.8.3 Observe the animals for any health issues to ensure that unfit animals are not loaded.  

5.8.4 Hold a maximum of 2 birds in one hand. (Figure 2) 

5.8.5 Gently transfer the birds to the Hauler. 

5.8.6 Inform Poultry Unit Technician of any sick or injured birds. 

 

5.9 HAULING: 

5.9.1 Receive the bird from the Catcher.  

5.9.2 Carry up to 2 birds in each hand and transport to the loading area. (Figure 2) 
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5.12.2 Sick/injured birds are euthanized as per SOP PU-520: Euthanasia – Poultry. 

5.12.3 Place dead birds in a plastic bucket to be disposed of. See SOP PU-116: Carcass Disposal – Poultry 

5.13 Ensure the barn doors are properly closed when loading is complete. 

5.14 Clean the Broilers rooms as per SOPs PU-205: Manure Management and PU-204: Sanitation Procedure. 

5.15 Documentation: 

5.15.1 The transporter acknowledges receipt of the load with the signing of the “Fiche d’information sur le 
troupeau”. 

5.15.2 The Processor will send a summary of the delivery confirming the health of the animals prior to processing 
at the plant. 

5.15.3 Retain copies of all documents and ensure records are retained for one year. 

5.15.4 Communicate concerns with the Processor, Catching Crew Supervisor, and Transporter to prevent further 
injury, stress, and/or suffering (i.e., compromised birds, state of repair of equipment, truck, trailer, crates 
etc.). 
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