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Canadian Intellectual Property Of�ce (CIPO)

The Canadian Intellectual Property Office is a federal organization, managed by the Minister of 
Industry, responsible for registration of all intellectual property rights across Canada.  It consists 
of four offices: the Patent Office, the Office of the Registrar of Trade-marks, the Industrial Design 
Division, and the Register of Copyrights.

CIPO Patent Of�ce

Canada’s patent system falls under the umbrella of CIPO’s management.  CIPO’s Patent Office 
is headed by the appointed Commissioner of Patents, who administers the body, and the office is 
manned by patent examiners, who review patent applications.  The office also contains a panel of 
senior officials called the Patent Appeal Board.  The board’s central function is to hear appeals from 
refused applicants and make recommendations for a response to the Commissioner of Patents, who 
typically accepts and follows the board’s counsel. 
 
The Patent Office’s operations and structure can be organized around its four main functions:
 
1. Application Processing and Examination – receive, evaluate, and potentially approve all patent 

applications
2. Records and Maintenance – monitor and maintain all patent assignments
3. Databases– maintain public access to both a searchable database of Canadian and 
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she must appoint a Canadian resident as a representative to handle the claim.  In the form, it is also 
possible to specify which drawing is to be included with the abstract.  Finally, if necessary, small 
entity status and the appointment of a patent agent are also restated.
 
The abstract is a brief summary, 150 words or less, of the invention, to be used to index the patent.  
More detail is provided in the specification, where there must be a clear and complete description 
of the invention and its usefulness, along with a claim that defines the boundaries of protection 
desired from the patent.  The description must be accurate, without obscurity or ambiguity.  It is to 
be written so that someone skilled in the field – more precisely, an average, technically skilled, but 
unimaginative practitioner – could effectively create the invention and put it to use.  As a result, both 
the technical field and the precise problem that is solved by the invention must be indicated.  As for 
the claim, its structure is ideally one phrase of clear, singular meaning, demarcating the boundaries 
of the patent.  It should highlight the inventive features of the patent, be without subjective meaning, 
and be supported by the contents of the submitted description.
 
The drawings need to be reproducible electronically, and so the Patent Office requires the use of 
good quality paper, 21.6 cm wide by 27.9 cm long, and forbids the use of colour.  Proportions 
should be maintained and every figure labeled, and photographs are an allowable alternative if the 
invention cannot be adequately explained through drawings.
 
All of these elements are assembled in a single application file, for which the office may issue only 
one patent.  Combinations of separate, unique inventions are patentable in a single file only if, 
when working together, the function of the sum is greater than that of the separate parts, therefore 
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At the conclusion of the examination, the patent examiner issues an Examiner’s Report.  If the 
applicant is successful, he or she is given a notice of allowance and a final fee is requested.  Once 
paid, the patent is issued; however if the fee is not paid, the patent is considered abandoned.  If the 
application is rejected, the report details the reasons for its refusal and the applicant is given an 
opportunity to correct its faults. 
 
An applicant may address the examiner’s issues through filing an amendment, either by an insert 
or by replacing all affected pages.  In those circumstances, an amendment must be a good faith 
response to the examiner’s concerns with the intention of advancing the claim.  Amendment is also 
allowed after a notice of allowance, but only to correct clerical errors or to add elements that could 
be reasonably inferred from the original. If any changes affect the scope of the patent, however, 
the amendments will be rejected.  An amendment is not possible after the payment of the final fee. 
 
If, after amendment, the application is still unacceptable for the same reasons, the examiner will 
issue a Final Action Report which rejects the claim and comprehensively details its fatal flaws.  If 
new concerns are found, another Examiner’s Report will be issued before resort to a Final Action 
Report.  Once the Final Action Report is issued, an applicant has only six more months to correct 
the patent or to argue how the application is within a patent’s appropriate limits.  If the examiner 
is unsatisfied with either the corrections or the applicant’s response, the file is forwarded to the 
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Quebec’s Property Registries
 
The Land Register and the Movable Real Rights and Personal Rights Register of Quebec are the 
systems by which rights are publicized rendering them enforceable against third parties.  Although 
the registers initially consisted entirely of hard paper documents, the majority of consultation, 
registration and document submission are now performed electronically.
 
The Minister of Natural Resources and Wildlife directs and coordinates the land registry offices, 
whereas the Minister of Justice directs and coordinates the personal and movable rights registry 
offices.  The Registrar for land (Officier foncière) is appointed jointly by the two ministers.  The 
Registrar for land’s administrative functions are overseen by the Minister of Natural Resources 
and Fauna, while his/her public functions are overseen by the Minister of Justice.  The Registrar 
for personal and movable rights (Officier de la publicité des droits personnels et réels mobiliers) 
is overseen solely by the Minister of Justice.  Both Registrars must be either a lawyer or a notary.
 
Ministers may also appoint associate officers (Officiers associés) who share the responsibilities and 
obligations of the Registrars.  Associate officers are overseen by their respective Registrar.
 
With regards to the land registry, there also exists two committees: one committee who advises the 
Registrar of land regarding interpretation application of the law, and a second committee available 
for consultation by the Registrar or either Minister.  The first committee is composed of two 










