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PURPOSE 

A fundamental commitment of the University is to the advancement of learning through scholarly 
activities, including research involving human participants. The University recognizes that such activities 
flourish only in a climate of academic freedom, and therefore is cr1-6o3 (lv)-5
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This Policy describes the administrative structures and responsibilities for the ethical review of research 
involving human participants at the University. All such research must be in compliance with the TCPS; 
this Policy; procedures and guidelines established by the McGill Advisory Council on Human Research 
Ethics and the individual Research Ethics Boards (REBs) as well as all relevant provincial, federal and 
international regulations and laws.  

 



2 
POLICY ON THE ETHICAL CONDUCT OF RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN PARTICIPANTS 

SCOPE 

This Policy applies to all research involving human participants conducted at or under the auspices of 
the University and will be supported by Procedures for the Implementation of the Policy on the Ethical 
Conduct of Research Involving Human Participants (“Procedures”). 
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d. All research involving human participants (including recruitment and/or data collection) 
conducted by organizations or individuals who are not members of the University while on 
University premises or using University facilities, equipment, or resources (including human 
resources); 

 
e. Those aspects of collaborative research involving researchers, data or participants from 

other institutions in which a McGill member is active, whether as the Principal Investigator 
or otherwise; and   

 
f. Research conducted by McGill members as part of consulting activities as defined by 

University regulations when those members use McGill facilities, equipment, or supplies, 
or rely on support from McGill staff or when the research data collected will be 
disseminated in association with the University and when the researcher purports to 
represent the University in any way. 

1.3 Research involving human participants does not require REB review when:  

a. It relies exclusively on information that is: i) made publicly available through a mechanism 
set out by legislation or regulation and that is protected by law; or ii) is in the public domain 
and the individuals to whom the information refers have no reasonable expectation of 
privacy.  

b. It involves the observation of people in public places where: i) it does not involve any 
intervention staged by the researcher, or direct interaction with the individuals or groups; ii) 
individuals or groups targeted for observation have no reasonable expectation of privacy; 
and iii) any dissemination of research results does not allow identification of specific 
individuals. 

c. It relies exclusively on secondary use of anonymous information, or anonymous human 
biological materials, so long as the process of data linkage or recording or dissemination of 
results does not generate identifiable information. Anonymous means the data or materials 
has never had personal identifiers associated with it.  

Quality assurance and quality improvement studies, program evaluation activities, and 
performance reviews, or testing within normal educational requirements when used exclusively 
for assessment, management or improvement purposes, do not constitute researc
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2.1  Responsibilities of the Board of Governors 

a. 
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3.   STRUCTURE 

The overall responsibility for overseeing the ethical conduct of research involving human participants 
is entrusted to the Vice-President (Research and Innovation). The following bodies have been 
established for developing and implementing University policies and procedures related to human 
participant research. 

3.1   Advisory Council on Human Research Ethics 

a. The Advisory Council on Human Research Ethics (ACHRE) is the University body responsible 
for coordinating University-wide understanding of, and compliance with, the applicable 
requirements for the ethical conduct of research involving human participants.  
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d. Membership composition is outlined in the Procedures and is determined by the Vice-
President (Research and Innovation) as deemed needed to fulfill the mandate of the 
committee. All non ex-officio members are appointed by the Board of Governors.  

3.2   Research Ethics Boards 

a. The REB remains accountable to the highest body of the institution that established it for 
the integrity of its processes. The University REBs 
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- Is responsible for informing the ACHRE of issues arising that may affect the review process 

of the REBs, or any other issues of concern that may affect University policy relating to 
research involving human participants. 

 
- Acts as a resource to the University community on matters pertaining to the ethical conduct 

of research involving human participants and can provide consultation to researchers at all 



9 
POLICY ON THE ETHICAL 


