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PART I – PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
 
PREAMBLE  
 
Research and scholarship are central to the mission of the University. They are the cornerstone 
of the continuing creation of the knowledge which is the foundation of all disciplines. They directly 
contribute to social well-being, health, culture, economic development and the advancement of 
society. 
 
Research and scholarship can flourish only in a climate of academic freedom which includes 
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Researchers to consider the consequences of their Research and to balance the potential 
benefits against the possibility of harmful applications. 
 
This Regulation should be interpreted in a manner that is consistent with the vision of the 
University as a research and scholarly community committed to the principles of academic 
freedom, honesty, integrity, trust, accountability and collegiality, and to the idea that fair play must 
prevail at all times. 
 
This Regulation does not replace the policies and guidelines of agencies sponsoring research or 
those that have oversight of particular research activities. 
 

PART II – CONTENT 
 
1. DEFINITIONS 
 
For the purposes of this Regulation: 
 
1.1 
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1.9  “Plagiarism”  means presenting and using another’s  published or unpublished work,  
including theories, concepts, data, source material, methodologies or findings, including graphs 
and images, as one’s own, without appropriate referencing and, if required, without permission. 
 
1.10 “Principal Investigator” means the Researcher who is so identified to an Agency or, in the 
absence of such identification, the Researcher who has primary responsibility for the design, 
conduct and supervision of Research. 
 
1.11 “Regulatory Framework” means the regulations, policies and guidelines of the University 
concerning the conduct of Research and related matters as they may exist from time to time. 
 
1.12  “Research” means all forms of funded and unfunded scholarly, scientific, artistic and 
professional work and related activities based on intellectual investigation aimed at discovering, 
interpreting, revising, disseminating or publishing knowledge. 
 
1.13  “Research-Related Agreement” means international project agreements, licensing 
agreements, Research agreements, Research contracts, Research grant applications, Research 
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3. BASIC OBLIGATIONS  
 
3.1  The primary responsibility for the selection and conduct of Research shall rest with the 
Researcher. To this end, Researchers shall: 
 

(i)   



5 
Regulation on the Conduct of Research 

 

(ii)  
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4.2  Researchers shall respect the laws governing access to personal information and privacy 
in the collection and use of Data. 
 
4.3  A Student may engage in Research in which use of certain kinds of Data, in the custody 
of a government or Person, is restricted provided that: 
 

(i)   the eventual publication of Research based on the Data is permitted; and 
(ii)   subject to section 4.3.1, any delay in publication does not exceed one (1) year. 

 
4.3.1  A request by a third party for a delay in publication of Research undertaken by a Student 
for a thesis that exceeds one (1) year may be agreed to only in exceptional cases and shall 
require: 
 

(i)   the written consent of the  Student; and 
(ii)   the written approval of: 

(a) the Vice-President (Research and Innovation); and 
(b) the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. 

 
4.4  Researchers shall not use or publish Data which they know to be, or have reasonable 
grounds to believe are, false or of unknown provenance unless it is so identified. 
 
4.5  Researchers shall organize Data in a manner that allows for its verification by third parties. 
 
4.6  Retention of Research Data 
 
4.6.1  Researchers shall retain Data in conformity with best practice in their discipline and for: 

(i)  the period specified by the Agency supporting the Research; or 
(ii)  in the absence of an Agency specification, a period of at least,  seven (7) years 

from first publication of the Data. 
 
4.6.2  Each department or research unit shall establish procedures appropriate to its needs for 
the retention and recording of Data. 
 
4.6.2.1 
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4.7.2  Where there is a disagreement between the Researcher and the Agency or journal 
requesting the Data, the disagreement shall be referred for resolution: 
 

(i)    first to the Chair or Dean where there is no department Chair; 
(ii)   then, if necessary, to the Dean; and 
(iii)  finally, if necessary, to the Office of the Vice-President (Research and Innovation). 

 
4.8  Collaborative Data  
 
4.8.1  Research collaborators, at the commencement of their collaboration, shall make all 
reasonable efforts to reach agreement, preferably in writing, that is consistent with the law and 
the Regulatory Framework relating to intellectual property, on their rights to, and future use of, 
Data. 
 
4.8.2  In the absence of an agreement between Research collaborators, their rights to, and future 
use of, the Data shall be governed by the law and the Regulatory Framework relating to 
intellectual property. 
 
4.8.3  In the event that a dispute should arise between Research collaborators concerning rights 
to and future use of the Data, the University shall assist in facilitating the resolution of the dispute 
in accordance with section 6.5. 
 
5.  USE OF OTHERS’ WORK 
 
5.1  Researchers shall not knowingly engage in Plagiarism. 
 
5.1.1  Upon the demonstration that a Researcher has engaged in Plagiarism it shall be 
presumed that the Researcher did so knowingly and they shall bear the burden of rebutting the 
presumption by evidence satisfying the Person or body investigating the matter that no such 
knowledge existed. 
 
5.2  Researchers shall obtain the prior permission of another Person before using, even with 
proper attribution, the unpublished work or Data of the other Person. 
 
5.2.1 Notwithstanding section 5.2, where a Researcher has obtained access to unpublished 
information, concepts or Data through access to confidential information or documents, including 
material obtained by the Researcher as part of processes, such as peer review, the Researcher 
is prohibited from using such information, concepts or Data. 
 
5.3  Researchers shall not enter into, or participate in, any arrangement whereby an Agency 
or other Person may have exclusive use of, or access to, the Data of a Research collaborator, 
whether with or without proper attribution, without the Research collaborator’s prior written 
informed consent. 
 
5.4  Researchers shall use archival material in accordance with the rules of the archival 
source. 
 
6. COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH 
 
6.1  Researchers shall recognize in an appropriate form or manner in their publications the 
substantive contributions of all Research collaborators including Students. 
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6.2   Authorship  
 
6.2.1  Researchers shall ensure that authorship of published work includes all those and only 
those who have made significant scholarly contributions to the work and who share responsibility 
and accountability for the results. 
 
6.2.2  Researchers shall ensure that where a co-
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6.4.3  In the event that an external Person has an interest in the Research, the Research 
collaborators, the University and such Person shall, following negotiations with the appropriate 
office within Research and Innovation,  establish by contract: 
 

(i)  ownership of intellectual property arising out of any Research Related Agreement; 
(ii)  
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14.  CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
14.1  Researchers shall comply with the Regulatory Framework governing conflicts of interest, 
and consulting activities. 
 
14.2  Researchers shall disclose to all relevant Persons (including other institutions, Agencies, 
conference organizers and participants, and journals and publishers) any conflict of interest that 
might influence such Persons’ decisions such as whether a Researcher should be asked: 
 

(i)  to review Research proposals, funding applications or manuscripts; 
(ii)  to test inventions, software or other  discoveries; 
(iii)  to present Research results; or 
(iv)  to be permitted to undertake Research sponsored by outside Persons. 

 
15.  RESEARCH MISCONDUCT 
 
15.1  Any action that is inconsistent with integrity, honesty or the Regulatory Framework, 
including this Regulation, may constitute a disciplinary offence and, where appropriate, shall be 
investigated in accordance with the Regulatory Framework relating to the investigation of 
research misconduct or, where appropriate, the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary 
Procedures. 
 
15.2  Nothing in the provisions of this Regulation is intended to impugn Researchers for  
differences of interpretation or judgment relating to Data or results that are reasonable in light of 
the circumstances in which they are made or reached. 
 
PART III – AUTHORITY TO APPROVE PROCEDURES 
 
N/A 
 

PART IV – REVIEW 
 
16.  REVIEW OF REGULATION 
 
This Regulation shall be reviewed after a further five years of its approval, and if Senate so 
determines, by a working group composed of one representative of each of the AMURE,  MACES, 
MAUT, MCSS, MGCSS, MUNASA, PGSS, SSMU, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the 
Vice-President (Research and Innovation). The working group may make recommendations for 


