


2.2 Outstanding service to the community, through professional or philanthropic 
activities, including distinguished public service nationally, internationally or 
locally; 

2.3 Longstanding and distinguished record of service to the University, as can be 
reflected in the tradition of conferring an honorary degree on the Visitor, on the 
Chair of the Board of Governors when that person no longer holds that office, and 
on the President when he or she retires or is no longer in the employ of 
the University. 

2.4 Relevance to a McGill anniversary or other special event may be considered by 
the Committee in support of a particular candidacy, but will not be the primary 
criterion for selection of candidates. 

3. Honorary Degrees

The following honorary degrees may be conferred by the University:

3.1 Doctor of Divinity, honoris causa (DD): Awarded for outstanding scholarship in 
theology or exceptional service to a religious community; 

3.2 Doctor of Laws, honoris causa (LLD): Awarded for outstanding scholarly 
achievement in law or for exceptional service to the University or the community-
at-large; 

3.3 Doctor of Letters, honoris causa (DLitt): Awarded for outstanding achievement in 
the humanities or social sciences, or for outstanding achievement in the arts, 
whether of a scholarly or creative nature; 

3.4 Doctor of Music, honoris causa (DMus): Awarded for outstanding achievement in 
music, including scholarship, composition and performance; and 

3.5 Doctor of Science, honoris causa (DSc): Awarded for outstanding achievement 
in the pure and applied sciences, whether of a scholarly nature or in scientific, 
technological or social innovation.  

II. PROCEDURES

4. Nomination

4.1 Nominations to the Committee are made on a strictly confidential basis.
4.2 Given the confidential nature of the decision making process, which may result in

a decision not to grant the nominee the award, nominators should not discuss their 
nomination with the nominee. 

4.3 On at least an annual basis, the Secretary-General will issue, on behalf of the 
Committee, a call to the University community inviting nominations for honorary 
degrees to be awarded at Convocations. 
Notices soliciting candidacies will be communicated widely using established 
University media.  



4.4 The Secretary-General shall receive, on behalf of the Committee, nominations for 



5.5  The Committee will endeavour to ensure that, over time, honorary degrees 
recommended and awarded reflect the University’s commitment to intellectual 
diversity and principles of equity.  

6. Time Limits and the Standing List

6.1 Materials relating to nominations not selected by the Committee for submission
to Senate will be destroyed by the University Secretariat in accordance with the 
McGill University Records Retention Schedule. 

6.2 The Committee shall maintain a Standing List of nominations to consider at a 
later date. The Standing List shall also include those nominations, subject to 6.3, 
approved by Senate but for which the conferral of the degree remains pending. 

6.3 Candidates approved by Senate for the conferral of an honorary degree who do 
not receive their degree within five years will normally be eliminated from the 
Standing List unless and until they are selected by the Committee and approved 
by Senate a second time, following a resubmission of the nomination to the 
Committee. 
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