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STANDING RULES OF PROCEDURE, GOVERNING THE PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE SENATE OF MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

(Hereinafter, the “Rules”) 
 

1. Enacting Clause 
 

The proceedings of Senate are governed by the Statutes of McGill University (as enacted in 
1939, and re-enacted or amended by the Board of Governors from time to time) insofar as they 
are applicable; in particular, with reference to the following: 

 
• Regular and Special Meetings (Articles 6.4.1, 6.4.2) 
• Constitution of Quorum (Article 6.3.1) 
• The Chair (Article 3.7) 
• The 
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Current and former Senators will respect the confidentiality of information received in the 
performance of their duties, as well as the confidentiality of Senate’s deliberations. 

 
At the conclusion of a confidential session there may be, if appropriate, a motion concerning 
whether any resolutions adopted by Senate during the confidential session, or any part of them, 
should be made public. 

 
9. Questions and Motions by Senators 

 

9.1 Submission of Questions and Motions 
 
Any Senator may submit a written question or motion, on templates established by the Secretariat, 
to the Secretary for review by the Steering Committee. The  
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If the President is absent from a meeting, the Steering Committee will normally recommend the 
appointment of a faculty dean to serve as Acting Chair for that meeting. The Steering Committee’s 
recommendation will be presented by the Secretary, who will take the chair at the outset of the 
meeting for that purpose. 
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18. Duration and Frequency of Interventions 
 

A Senator, in making a motion, will be permitted up to a total of four minutes to provide a rationale 
for the motion. The seconder of the motion, all other speakers on the motion, and Senators making 
amendments and sub-amendments will be permitted up to three minutes of speaking time. 
Seconders and speakers to amendments and sub-amendments will be permitted up to two minutes 
of speaking time. 

 
In regard to questions or comments on agenda items, Senators will be permitted up to two minutes 
of speaking time. 

 
Presenters will normally have up to four minutes of speaking time to deliver a report. The Steering 
Committee may recommend more time, which would be reflected in the recommended allocation 
of time for items included on the agenda (see section 17). 

 
A list of speakers will be kept by the Chair and/or Secretary. Interventions by those who have 
already spoken will not be allowed until all Senators speaking for the first time have had a chance 
to speak. Senators desiring to speak on an amendment may express themselves without prejudice 
to their position on the speaker's list for the motion, and the same will apply with regard to the 
speaker's list for a motion and an amendment in the case of members desiring to speak on a sub- 
amendment. When the sub-amendment has been disposed of, there will be a return to the speaker's 
list for the amendment, and when the amendment has been disposed of there will be a return to the 
original speaker's list. In all of the above situations, the Chair may permit brief second 
interventions once the speaker's list in question has been exhausted. 

 
At the discretion of the Chair, Senators whose knowledge or expertise is required in order to aid 
the Senate debate or discussion may be permitted to speak briefly to a given point even if they 
have already spoken, and without prejudice to their position on the speaker's list if they have not 
yet spoken. 

 
All Senators have equal rights to be heard without interruption; however, the Chair may use 
discretion in judging the relevancy of an argument or commentary, and may act in the interest of 
using time efficiently so as to ensure that discussion is germane to the subject matter of the motion 
or discussion item and that Senate has sufficient time to address other agenda items. 

 
19. Points of Order and Rulings of the Chair 

 

19.1 Points of Order 
 
If a Senator believes that the present Rules have been incorrectly applied or overlooked, the 
Senator may raise a Point of Order to bring the matter to the attention of the Chair. 

 
The Senator will raise the Point of Order as soon as the alleged breach occurs by stating “Point of 
Order”. When recognized by the Chair, the Senator will be invited to briefly state the Point of 
Order to be addressed by the Chair. The Chair will then make a ruling on the matter. 
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A Senator may not use a Point of Order in an attempt to gain the floor to participate in or provoke 
a discussion; in such cases, the Chair may refuse the intervention and the ruling of the Chair will 
not be subject to a challenge. 

 
19.2 Rulings of the Chair 

 
The duty of ruling on all questions of procedure rests with the Chair. However, any two Senators 
may, except as noted above, challenge a ruling by the Chair, as follows: 

 
1.Ch ai rg  
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(i) If of the opinion that, despite the continued presence of the offender, the business 
of the Senate can continue unobstructed, order that it do so for the time being, 
subject, in the case of a Senator, to the loss by the offender of the right to speak 
for the duration of the meeting; and subject, also, to the right of the Chair at any 
time to determine that the meeting cannot continue unobstructed; or 

(ii) Require the offender to withdraw from the meeting. 
 

(b) Either order, unless varied by the Chair, continues in force for the remainder of that 
meeting, and extends to any time and place to which the Chair may adjourn the meeting. 

 
(c) In those cases where obstruction is forthcoming from persons other than Senators, the 
Chair may order that some or all non-Senators withdraw. An order that all non-Senators 
withdraw constitutes, unless the Chair orders otherwise, an order that no non-Senators enter 
thereafter. This order will be confirmed by a majority vote of Senators after the room has 
been cleared. 

 
3. (a) Following an order by the Chair described in section 20.2(2) above: 

 
(i) It is the duty of a Senator who has been deprived of voice by the Chair to remain 

silent for the duration of the meeting. 
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(e) When a Senator has been deprived of voice, and has in fact ceased to participate in the 
meeting otherwise than by exercising the right to vote, the Chair may, at the Chair’s 
discretion, with respect to the Senator's conduct and loss of voice: 

(i) Invite opinions from Senators; 
(ii) Entertain 
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Should the period for a call for nominations for committees and other bodies for which elections 
by Senate are required expire with no nominations, or with fewer nominations per stated position 
having been received, a second call for nominations will be issued by the Secretariat. Should 


	STANDING RULES OF PROCEDURE, GOVERNING THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SENATE OF MCGILL UNIVERSITY
	1. Enacting Clause
	2. Open Meetings of Senate and Spectator Attendance Conditions
	3. Recording of Senate Meetings
	4. Frequency and Time of Meetings
	4.1 Frequency of Meetings
	4.2 Time of Meetings
	4.3 Meetings held by Electronic Means
	5. Senator Attendance (Elected Members)
	6. Notice of Meetings and Meeting Documents
	6.1 Notice of Meetings
	6.2 Agenda and Meeting Documents (Open Session)
	6.3 Meeting Documents (Confidential Session)
	7. Order of Business
	8. Confidential Sessions of Senate Meetings
	9. Questions and Motions by Senators
	9.1 Submission of Questions and Motions
	9.2 Time Allocation
	9.3 Questions
	9.4 Motions
	10. The Chair
	11. The Secretary
	12. Conflicts of Interest
	13. Voting
	a) For In-Person Meetings
	b) For Meetings Held by Electronic Vote
	c) For Meetings Held Remotely
	14. Reconsideration
	15. Suspension of the Rules
	16. Amendment of the Rules
	17. Allocation of Time for Debate and Discussion
	18. Duration and Frequency of Interventions
	19. Points of Order and Rulings of the Chair
	19.1 Points of Order
	19.2 Rulings of the Chair
	20. Rules on the Rights of Senate
	20.1. Rights of Senate
	20.2. Order at Meetings
	20.3. Proceedings to Protect the Rights of Senate
	22. Records
	23. Routine Functions – A Steering Committee
	24. Meetings and Minutes of Senate Committees
	25. Nominations and Elections to Committees and Other Bodies

